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FOREWORD 

he scripture clearly shows that Jesus grew in 
broad and full knowledge of God and His given 
mission to earth (LK.2:52; Jn. 4:31-34). To T

follow His footsteps and secrets closely and literally as 
He lived, taught and walked, we must seek to know and 
grow in the knowledge of God. To have Christ-like spirit 
in us and reflect His image in our everyday life, we must 
grow in the full knowledge of Him. And our knowledge 
of Him must go beyond classroom and blackboard 
theories and definitions. 

This is what Brother Oluranti A. Oluwafemi my good 
friend, has done in his book, GROWING IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD". He has taken the pains to 
show how you can grow in God's knowledge, beginning 
with knowing and accepting what Jesus did for you about 
two thousand years ago. It is necessary to begin with the 
issue, of salvation because of the escalation of religious 
ignorance and spiritual blindness of thousands who are 
bound while they go to church and say like the Jews who 
were under spiritual bondage to sin and physical bondage 
to Rome in the time of Jesus, and still spoke proudly to 
Him: "We are Abraham's seed, and were never in 
bondage to any man. How sayest thou, ye shall be made 
free?". The story is the same today. Many who are bound 

by sin and Satan continue to boast: "We are born 
Catholics; we are born Baptists; we are the real 
Anglicans; we are all Christians. Why talk about born 
again? Reader, it is only when this issue of salvation has 
been made real in your life that you can have a new heart, 
desirous to know more of God. Then you won't be 
satisfied any more with religion; a growing hunger for 
God certainly will cause you to pay whatever price there 
is to be paid in your quest to know Him. 

I highly recommend this book for your prayerful and 
careful study. Do not be carried away by the fact that you 
have been a founder, a leader or a member of a fast 
spreading religious sect. 

Anything can spread fast. It is not a sign of truth. Jesus 
says, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free". 

Maxwell N. Agorom. 

Growing in the knowledge of GodGrowing in the knowledge of God iv V



CHAPTER ONE 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

Our LORD JESUS CHRIST prayed thus, 

"Father, the hour is come, glorify thy son, that thy 
son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him. AND THIS 
IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY MIGHT 
KNOW THEE THE ONLY TRUE GOD AND 
JESUS CHRIST WHOM THOU HAST SENT". 
John 17: 1-3. 

Daniel of old said: 

"But the people that do KNOW THEIR GOD shall be 
strong, and do exploits", Daniel 11:32. 

Jeremiah also spoke in the same vein: 

"Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and KNOWETH ME, that I am the 
LORD which exercise loving-kindness, 

judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 
these things I delight ... " Jer. 9:23-24. 

Paul then expressed it as a desire thus, 

"That I may known HIM (CHRIST) and the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of 
his suffering, being made conformable unto 
his death: "Phil. 3:10. 

Peter also declared: 

"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
our LORD." 2 Peter 1:2. 

To borrow mathematical language, the common 
denominator in these passages, the very fulcrum upon 
which the facts in these passages rotate, is the 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. In all honesty and sincerity, 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD is very vital to our initial 
and day-to-day walk with God. There must be a definite 
initial knowledge of God that must grow day by day 
through our interaction with the fountain of life, the Lord 
of glory, the resurrected and exalted Jesus Christ. As John 
17:3 has it, to know Jesus, as one's savior is to live 
eternally. But we must grow in this knowledge of Christ 
from time to time and to eternity. May God help us in this 
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glorious and much needed experience with the LORD. 
Amen. 

In Egypt, it was the true knowledge of God as Savior 
that brought the Israel of God out of an age-long 
bondage of affliction. Let us examine the experience 
of the Israelites as the Bible has it. 

"And it came to pass in the process of time that the 
King of Egypt died: and the children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage and they cried 
and their cry came unto God by reason of the 
bondage. And God heard their groaning and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham with 
Isaac and with Jacob" (Exodus 2:23-24). He 
declared,

 "Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the 
LORD and I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians, and I will rid you 'out of their bondage, and 
will redeem you with great judgments. And I will take 
you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God; and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord your God which bringeth 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians". Ex. 
6:6-7. 

God having heard the groaning of his people laid his 
hands on Moses as an instrument for deliverance. 

Moses acted only and always as he heard from God. 
Hence when the time came for God to reveal himself 
to His people in the iron furnace as their savior 
(deliverer) he instructed Moses thus: 

"Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel 
saying, In the tenth day of this month they 
shall take to them every man a lamb according 
to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an 
house ... and the whole assembly of the 
congregation of the Israel shall kill it in the 
evening and they shall take off the blood and 
strike it on the two side posts of the houses, 
wherein they shall eat it. 

... And the blood shall be to you for a token upon 
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt". (Ex.12:3-13). 

The Israelites without hesitation carried out God's 
instruction faithfully. At midnight the miracle that broke 
the camel's back happened, for God visited the Egyptians 
with judgment and all their first born died right from the 
first born of the King (Pharaoh), the Chiefs, the subjects 
(common people) and to their cattle. But the Israelites 
were saved by the blood of the spotless lamb as the Lord 
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instructed. 

Behold lamentation before dawn! 

"And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his 
servants and all the Egyptians and there was a great 
cry in Egypt; For there was not a house where there 
was not one dead and he called for Moses and 
Aaron by night and said, rise up and get you forth 
from among my people both ye and the children of 
Israel and go serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also 
take your flocks and your herds as ye have said and 
be gone; and bless me also" (Ex. 12: 30-32) 

What a deliverance indeed from the wicked taskmasters! 
Hence they knew practically that God is their savior. As 
they walked away from the land of bondage into 
freedom, they knew God further as their guide and guard, 
in that the glory cloud led them by day and shaded them 
from the scorch of the sun. But for the glory cloud they 
would have died of the sunstroke. This pillar of fire 
(God's manifest presence) behind them by night kept 
them in His glorious light and separated them from their 
enemies. It also warmed them up during the bitter cold of 
the night in the desert. The scripture says, "He spread a 
cloud for a covering and fire to give light in the night" 

Psalm 105:39, Ex. 13:21-22. 

God also delivered them from the physical barrier that 
the Red Sea presented. God who makes a way where 
there is no way in his mercy and power parted the red sea 
and they passed through it unhurt whereas the Egyptians 
tried it and got drowned. This miracle beat their 
imagination and they celebrated God for His out-
stretched hands of deliverance and guidance. 

"Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this 
song unto the Lord, and spoke saying I will sing 
unto the Lord, for he had triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider had he thrown into the 
sea... They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee O Lord among the gods? 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders"? Exodus 15:1-11. 

As they walked with the Lord daily they grew in the 
knowledge of God whose ways are pass finding out with 
human mind. It is written, "O, the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God How unsearchable 
are His judgments and His way pass finding out". Rom. 
11:33. Notwithstanding, God desires that we know HIM 
intimately.    "For. I desired ... the KNOWLEDGE OF 
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GOD more than burnt offerings." Says the Lord in 
Hoea6:6. 

Sovereignly, God reveals himself as He wills as the 
scripture says, " ...,. In the day when I chose Israel and 
lifted up my hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob and 
made MYSELF KNOWN unto them in the land of 
Egypt. When I lifted my hand unto them saying, I AM the 
LORD your GOD" Ezekiel 20:5.  As they made their 
journey from the Red Sea, they got to the wilderness of 
Shore and for good three days they found not a drop of 
water to quench their thirst. Worst still, they got water of 
marah that they could not drink because it was bitter. 
While the Israelites murmured,  Moses sought the Lord 
and the Lord revealed a tree to him which when it was  
put into the bitter water, the water became sweetened and  
drinkable. Thus the Lord revealed himself to them as 
their "GREAT PHYSICIAN". 

"And said, if thou wilt diligently hearken to 
the voice of the Lord thy God, and will do that 
which is right in his sight and will give ear to 
his commandments and keep all his statutes, I 
will put none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyptians; for I 
am the Lord that healeth thee" Ex. 15:26. 

In hunger they again murmured against Moses and Aaron 
and said " ... For ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger" Ex. 
16:3. Glory be to God for a person like Moses who kept 
seeking the LORD while others kept murmuring. No 
wonder they only saw the acts of God while Moses knew 
the ways of the Lord. (Psalm 103:7). The reason for their 
complain and murmuring was not far from the fact of 
their sins of forgetfulness and impatience. 

Their immediate crucial needs and conditions often 
overwhelmed them to the extent of forgetting the 
goodness and the miraculous interventions of God. They 
often gave in to emotions and began to fuse and melt and 
became too impatient to wait for the Lord, the source of 
their total supply. [Psalm 106:13-15.] God being God, 
instead of paying them back in their own coins made 
Himself known to them as their provider. Then the Lord 
spoke to Moses thus: 

"I have heard the murmuring of the children of 
Israel: Speak unto them, saying, at even ye shall 
eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread; and ye shall know that 1 am the Lord your 
God" Ex. 16:12. 
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Nehemiah testified to the steadfast love of 
God towards his people in Neh. 9:19-21. 

"Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsakes 
them not in the wilderness ... Thou gave also 
thy good spirit to instruct them, and withheld 
not manna from their mouth, and gave them 
water for their thirst... so that they lacked 
nothing; their cloths waxed not old, and their 
feet swelled not". 

Abraham their father knew God as his provider and 
resolutely told the king of Sodom" I have lift up mine 
hand unto the Lord, the Most High God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth. That I will not take from a thread even 
to a shoe latchet, and that 1 will not take anything that is 
thine lest thou should say, 1 have made Abram rich". 
Later the Lord said " ... fear not Abram: I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward". Gen. 14:22-15:1. 
Without an iota of doubt, a firm decision of your will to 
trust God in all your ways will cause God to reveal 
Himself to you in His various attributes. They also in the 
wilderness knew God as God of justice and judgment. It 
is written,

 "Justice and judgment are the habitation of 
thy throne ... " 

They honestly knew him as a consuming fire; 
for being holy he consumed many of them 
with the fire of His jealousy because they 
sinned, while many were buried alive because 
of their sin of rebellion and idolatry. Many 
were also plagued. Ex. 32:35. 

"Who can stand before his indignation? And 
who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? 
His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks 
are thrown done by him.” Nahum 1: 6 
WATCHMAN NEE in his comments on the 
rebellion of Korah's company and of Dathan 
and Abram said that, the Israelites tempted 
God ten times and doubted Him five times. 
But God tolerated and forgave all of them. Yet 
when rebellion broke out this time, God 
stepped forth to judge, He said, "I will 
consume the whole congregation. "Rebellion 
is a principle from Hades. When they rebelled, 
the gates of Hades were opened. The earth 
opened her mouth and swallowed Korah, 
Dathan, their households, and all their goods. 
They fell into Hades alive. The gates of Hades 
cannot prevail against the church. But a spirit 
of rebellion can open the gates. Numbers 16. 
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In their wilderness experiences and even when they 
entered their inheritance, they knew God as the Lord of 
hosts, the man of war who fought their battles. 1 Chro. 
17:24. Ex. 14:14 - "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace". Joshua 5:13-14" When Joshua 
was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, there stood a man over against him with his 
sword drawn in his hand; and Joshua went unto him, and 
said unto him, Art thou for us or for our adversaries? And 
he said Nay: but as captain of' the host of the Lord am I 
now come: And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and did 
worship, and said unto him, what saith my Lord unto his 
servant?" The Divine intervention in Egypt and 
subsequent dealings of God with Israelites were to make 
them know God as the only living, loving, mighty, Holy 
and covenant keeping God. 

"Now all these things happened unto them for 
examples and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come" 1 
Corinth: 10:11. 

"For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope." Rom. 15:4.

In the light of all these, we can see how the Israel of God 
had to know God in a growing manner owing to their 
intimacy with Him. Since Israel's experience typified the 
reality of Christian's experience, therefore the 
overcomers spiritual experiences should be in this order. 
If one really wants to know God, one must have personal 
and definite dealings with God. Honestly, it is very 
difficult to understand someone that you do not know. 
You cannot know a person without periods of close 
interactions with him. Since there is length, breadth, 
height and depth of the knowledge of God that we need to 
know, we definitely need a close walk with Him. This 
knowledge of God includes the knowledge of the 
scriptures and experiential knowledge of God Himself. 
No wonder there was a manifestation of God's presence, 
a coming down of JEHOVAH in His glory and power on 
Mt, Sinai where He gave His commandments to the 
Israelites to walk thereby. God's commandments are the 
expressions of His will, which His people must strictly 
adhere to. His commandments are either called His 
words, statues or judgments, or the scriptures, which 
Christians must have a clear knowledge of and walk by, 
Psalm 119: 5-9. "Thy word have I hid in my heart that I 
might not sin against thee". 

As I started to articulate this burden of knowing God, I 
visited a couple. When we started sharing our 
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experiences, the sister said that God told her that 
although she was witnessing to people for him, yet she 
did not know Him. This is no doubt  an embarrassing 
revelation to her and it confirmed the need to write this 
book that I was pregnant with. She happened to be in one 
of the Bible Colleges where one expects a great exposure 
to the knowledge of God. It may shock you to know that 
theological education is not a criterion for the precious 
knowledge of God. Theology is a teaching about God 
and at best one can only know about God in the 
Seminary. There is a wall of difference between the 
knowledge of God and the knowledge about God. You 
may know a lot about somebody and yet not really know 
the person. Thank God for the knowledge of the 
scriptures which is obtainable there at least to certain 
degree of purity.  Brethren we surely need the pure word 
of God today more than ever before because there is a lot 
of pollution all around. In fact the knowledge of the 
scripture that is obtainable in the factory of theology is 
expected to drive one to the presence of God in order to 
know Him experientially but alas the reverse is the case. 
The more theological knowledge you possess the farther 
away you are from God. Honestly the knowledge of the 
scripture is an imperative necessity, for God had 
commanded us to meditate day and night on scriptures 
and do them. Joshua1:8. Remember that Christ shut the 
mouth of the Lion with the scriptures. (Matt 4:3-11) In 

fact the reason that the devil wants people to be ignorant 
of the pure word of God is that one may not be able to 
resist him when he comes with his temptation and 
schemes. Hence he loves empty headed-Christians who 
will not be able to silence him by the aggressive 
proclamation of the Word of God. There is no doubt that 
most of the studies done in the Bible colleges and schools 
are academic exercises fashioned after the Philistine's 
order (this world's order). 

Worse still those who go to the University to study 
theology are like Israelites going to learn about God from 
the Philistines. What an abomination this is? The 
unadulterated knowledge of the scriptures is gotten at our 
Master's feet. The Holy Spirit who inspired the word 
teaches you as you are restful in the presence of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. When I was pursuing theological 
knowledge before the LORD instructed me to pack it up. 
I knew how low I became spiritually each time we went 
for a session of brain stormy. I would lament as I come 
back dried spiritually. 

Jesus said, "search the scriptures for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me. 
John 5:39. Since to have eternal life is to know God (John 
17:3) one can say that our Lord said, search the scriptures 
for in them you think you know me whereas they only 
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have good report of Me. In all honesty, the good report of 
CHRIST should create in us a growing hunger to know 
Him as we seek Him with the whole of our hearts as 
David. Psalm 119:10. Hence to have only one aspect of 
the knowledge of God is like a man leaping about on one 
leg. He will suffer pains and it will take too long a time for 
him to reach his destination, if he gets there. We surely 
need both the experiential knowledge of God and the 
undiluted knowledge of the scriptures to keep us on our 
feet in order to walk properly and perfectly with God. .It 
is not enough to know the doctrine of holiness, we need 
the revelation of the God of holiness. The doctrine of love 
will not reach out on its own to meet the needs of others 
sacrificially we need the revelation of God of love whose 
spirit of love will flood our heart and flow out to others. 
The doctrine of righteousness cannot take us to heaven; 
we need to encounter the God of righteousness. Let the 
men of God testify. Abraham encountered the living God 
several times. Gen: 12:7-8. He had Divine revelation 
when God revealed to him his attributes and power and 
glory. 

Moses had Divine revelations when God revealed His 
will, power and glory to him. Ex. 3:2-5 Joshua saw God 
and knew Him as the Lord of Hosts, the man of war. He 
was not only told, he knew Him. Joshua.5:13-15. Isaiah 

was not an exception; he had Divine revelation of God of 
holiness. Isa. 6. Just to name a few in the old testament, 
when Job also saw the revelation of God in His Holiness, 
he cried out" ... I abhor myself and repent in dust and 
ashes." Job 42: 5-6. 

Paul also had revelations of Christ for he said, "It is not 
expedient for me doubtless to glory, I will come to visions 
and revelation of the Lord" II Corinthians 12:1, Gal. 1:2, 
2:2 Eph. 3: 3-4. You can see why he said in his wealth of 
experiences, let a man so account of us, as the ministers 
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God" 1 
Corinthians 4: 1. These proved beyond any reasonable 
doubt that a true bondservant of God must have personal 
dealings with God in order to know HIM.
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CHAPTER TWO 

INITIAL KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

nitial knowledge of God is the delight of the Lord 
(Jer. 9:23-24). It is life eternal (John 17:3). It gives 
strength and power to do exploits for God (Dan. I

11:32) and it multiplies grace and peace in our lives (2 
Pet. 1:2). It meant deliverance (salvation) to the Israelites 
(Ex. 12:3-13). No wonder Jesus said it, with all 
earnestness of the truth He possessed, that we must be 
born again, yes born from above, for to be born from 
above is to be saved. Do you know that salvation in God's 
economy is to know God? John17:3. It means growing in 
this knowledge until we become fully grown in His 
knowledge when we shall see Him in eternity. Eternal life 
is to know God as one receives Jesus Christ at a point in 
time and in growing intimacy. Hence salvation is not 
knowledge of certain doctrine but of a living knowledge 
of the living God. It is not a doctrinal issue but an 
encounter with Jesus Christ the fountain of life. This 
means that if Christ the hope of glory is not in you, you 
are a walking corpse. You are naked, blind, cut off from 
God and you are a stranger to the commonwealth of Israel 
(Eph. 4: 18). It is written, "All have sinned and come 
short of the GLORY OF GOD", and that the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die" for "… she that liveth in pleasure is 

dead while she liveth" 1 Tim. 5:6 But God did not leave 
us without hope, for it is written "For God so love the 
world that He gave His only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life". Hence to believe in Christ is to have 
everlasting life; and to have everlasting life is to have 
eternal life and to have eternal life is to know Christ as 
savior and Lord. This glorious knowledge of Christ is 
brought about by the conviction of the Holy Ghost. No 
wonder Jesus said that no one could come to Him unless 
the father draws him to Him. We need the power of God 
to open our eyes to see our nakedness without the glory of 
God; to turn us from darkness to light; and from the 
power of Satan unto God so that we may receive 
forgiveness of sins (salvation) and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith that is in CHRIST. Act. 
26:18. 

It is very suicidal not to know Jesus as saviour and 
Lord. This is one of the reasons why the Lord said. 

"Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise loving-kindness, judgement and righteousness 
in the earth ... " Jer. 9:23-24. 
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Without blinking at facts, it is not a sin to be wise, strong 
or rich, but it is an abomination to replace the knowledge 
of God with any of them in your life. In fact, the devil 
does not fear your position. He is not afraid of your 
riches. He does not pity even your poverty. You need to 
know that pride cuts across all classes of people. The 
poorest man can be as proud as a peacock. The devil is 
only interested in destroying people who are empty of 
God but only full of themselves. There was a man who 
was sound in education, He was a scientist, a 
philosopher, a meta-physicist and a self made lawyer and 
a professor in a renowned university. He wanted to be 
everything but He knew and understood not God who 
created him and gave him wisdom. Worse still, he was an 
atheist. He was well known in the political arena. During 
the stinking political rancor of 'the Second Republic of 
Nigeria, he was attacked by the instruments of darkness. 
The spiritual attack made him blind at the same time mad 
and tragically he died and went to eternity without 
CHRIST. Hence I want to put it to you that the greatest 
need of anybody this moment is to know Jesus Christ 
personally as savior and Lord. 

David knew God as his rock, fortress and deliverer. He 
knew God as his shield and saviour. He did not trust in the 
arm of the flesh. My friend, the arm of flesh will fail you, 
you dare not trust your own. 

David told the uncircumcised Philistine. "Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear and 
with a shield: But I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel ... " 1 
Sam. 17:45. 

The difference was indeed very clear at the end of the 
battle because Goliath who trusted and boasted of his arm 
of the flesh was shamefully done to death while David 
who believed and knew the living God and fought in His 
strength triumphed victoriously to the glory of God. 

Paul buttresses this truth by saying,

"For we are the circumcision, which worship 
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh". Phil 3:3. 

Obviously, “…. one is Jewish inwardly, and circumcised 
in his heart in spirit not letter, whose praise is not from 
people but from God". Romans 2:29. A person who is 
circumcised at heart is a person who believes and 
receives Jesus Christ into his heart. You know that, 
without Christ in you, the hope of glory, God does not 
reckon with you, and you are vulnerable to the devil's 
attacks. Your prayer is an abomination to God. Your 
worship is an abomination to God and your offering is an 
abomination to God. The scripture declares that, 
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"But unto the wicked God saith, what hast 
thou to do to declare my statutes or that thou 
shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth". 
Psalm 50:16.

The Bible definitely becomes a sealed book to you 
because your understanding is darkened by the devil. 
Notwithstanding, who is this wicked one? He is the 
uncircumcised one that is not born from above and whose 
thought is evil (of the flesh) continually. With sins in your 
heart, you have no right to quote the scriptures. Even if 
you do, it is powerless and the devil laughs at you. You 
see why your problems are not solved, even when you 
use the Bible as talisman. The power behind God's word 
is the Holy Spirit and He does not dwell in a sin stained 
person. Do you know that you are not even qualified to 
congregate with the saints (born again people) of God? 
Even when you do either by the invitation of the Pastor 
who wants crowd to boost his ego, or your problems 
motivate you to go there, your presence there is an 
abomination to God until you have given your heart to 
Christ. 

The standing order is "Gather my saints 
together unto me, those that have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice" Psalm 50:5. 

" ... Thus saith the Lord God; No stranger, 

uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in 
flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger 
that is among the children of Israel" Ez. 44:7-9. 

In God's own economy, a stranger is a raw sinner who 
does not know God and the wrath of God abides on him. 
(John3:36). The way to have this initial knowledge of 
God (Being born-again) is not by joining any 
denomination or group but is by being born into the 
family of God. You need a translation from the kingdom 
of darkness into the kingdom of CHRIST. You need an 
unadulterated experience of Ezekiel 36: 25-28 which 
CHRIST brought to reality by His death, resurrection, 
ascension and glorification. Do you want to be in that 
number saved by grace? You mean you want to reign 
with Christ in His coming and glorious kingdom? You 
mean you want to escape the wrath of God? Then give 
your life to Jesus Christ now, for now is the day of your 
salvation. It is urgent because, 

"Our God shall come and shall not keep 
silence; a fire shall devour before him and it 
shall be very tempestuous round about him" 
Psalm 50:3. 

A tempest is a storm which is never a singled gust (a 
sudden blast of wind), nor a steadily blowing wind, 
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however violent but a storm (tempest) breaking forth 
from black thunder-clouds in furious gusts, with floods 
of rain, and throwing everything topsy-turvy (upside-
down). It is a whirlwind revolving from below upwards. 
It is a hurricane. It is a cyclone and very destructive. 
Spiritually, storm means calamity and that is misfortune 
or disaster. It is said, when calamities come, they come in 
a single file, one after another. What we are entering into 
gradually is a tribulation of the highest order, which no 
sinner can escape except the saints who are deeply rooted 
in Christ. Are you saved? Or you are just a lukewarm 
Christian? Be warned. 

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, 
and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the Lord: 
the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That 
day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 
distress a day of wastages and desolation, a 
day of darkness, a day of trumpet and alarm 
against the fenced cities and against the high 
towers. And I will bring distress upon men, 
that they shall walk like blind men, because 
they have sinned against the Lord: and their 
blood shall be poured out as dust, and their 
flesh as the dung neither their silver nor their 
gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of 
the Lord's wrath; but the whole land shall be 

devoured by fire of his jealousy: for he shall 
make even a speedy riddance of all them that 
dwell in the land" Zeph.1:14-18. 

The Way Out Of Destruction.

The only Way out of destruction is JESUS CHRIST and I 
encourage you to allow Him to take you through this 
experience of re-birth in Ezekiel 36:24-28. It is written, 

"For I will take you from among the heathen... 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will I cleanse you: A 
new heart also will I give you and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in the 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and 
do them", 

The only prayer that God expects from you as a sinner is 
to cry to Him like David and say, "create in me a clean 
heart, a God; and renew a right spirit within me". 
Notwithstanding, one needs God's help to show the 
house to the house. That is to show one, the true 
condition of one's heart, (spiritual decay and dark spots). 
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from God 

live 
eternally with Him

I remember the experience of a promising 
young man in one of our miracle services when I was 
pioneering a church. On that faithful day, after sharing 
the word of God and asked for the visitation of the 
LORD. As the Holy Spirit manifested the presence of 
God, his eyes were opened and he saw Jesus in His glory 
and he was given a playback of all the sins he had 
committed. He thus felt terribly guilty and ashamed and 
wept like a baby for a long time and kept pleading for 
God's mercy. The LORD finally saved him. Later God 
used his experience to throw light on Psalm 36:9 which 
says, 

  "For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy 
light shall we see light". 

Since it is the will of God for us to cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light, no matter how 
old we are in the Lord, we should love constant exposure 
to the light of life, the fountain of living water 

. By this Holy Ghost X-ray, the things 
of darkness in us will be exposed and dealt with because 
when light appears, darkness must disappear and we 
shall have a constant flow of the life of God in us. Hence 
when you ask God to forgive you all your sins by 
washing you in the precious blood of Jesus, He responds 
immediately to such a humble cry. It is written, "He will 
regard the prayer of the destitute (humble) and not 

despise their prayer ... and the people who shall be 
created shall praise the LORD. Psalm 102:17-18. God in 
His mercy does three major things in you in His work of 
salvation (Regeneration). 

Firstly, He gives a NEW HEART. Secondly, He 
gives a NEW SPIRIT; as The Holy Ghost injects the 
life of God into your spirit man that was dead. It is 
written, "And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
(made alive) together with him (JESUS CHRIST), 
having forgiven you all trespasses;" Col. 2:13 

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit now lives in your spirit-man 
and renews a line of communication between you 
and God that enables you to KNOW GOD in your 
spirit man and hear the voice of His mouth 
(RHEMA - the saying word of God); and causes you 
to walk in His revealed will. This is simply what it 
means to KNOW God and be born-again. It is this 
initial knowledge of God that qualifies you to be in 
the family of God and enter into His kingdom in 
order to escape the wrath of God and live eternally 
with Him. 

God said, because, " ... I am thy God, the Holy    
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One of Israel, thy saviour ... "Isa 43:3. 

Therefore, “when thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee; when thou walkest through the 
fire, thou shall not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee” Isa 43:2. Glory be to God 
in the Highest. Amen.

MY TESTIMONY

By the grace of God, I have known Jesus Christ as my 
savior and LORD. Do you know, I was dead not only 
spiritually but was dying physically also when Christ 
met me and caused me to know Him as my savior and 
healer. I knew God in the crucible of affliction. The 
scripture that explains my case very well is Psalm 
119 verse 71". 

"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I 
might learn thy statutes". 

Honestly, if God did not allow the devil to afflict 
me when I was living my life in my own way, 
drinking sins like water; I would have been 
eternally lost. 

It is a common saying that poverty does not kill but 
riotous (excessive) living kills. In September 1965, a 

cousin of mine celebrated his birthday and I was made 
the master of the ceremony, I went hunting for ladies to 
make the party a success. I got drunk with local dry gin 
and later discovered that I had murdered sleep and I could 
not sleep again from then without some struggles. Even 
when I managed to sleep, the sleep was not always sound 
and I would wake up intermittently with intense 
discomfort. This was the beginning of my sorrow for my 
health was terribly impaired. Incidentally this happened 
when I was about to sit for my school certificate 
examination. I was unable to read and understand easily 
as it used to be. The suspicion of evil forces behind it and 
the fear of this and that aggravated my tension. This made 
me to run from pillar to post, from the native doctors to 
medical doctors but all was to no avail. In this agony of 
my soul and body, I sat for the examination. In fact I had 
no problem academically before the affliction and I was 
among the few who were to have excellent results. But on 
the final analysis, it was the grace of God that made me 
pass, for even in the examination hall the tension was so 
high that I could hardly read the questions, and to think 
fast and properly was a problem. After my graduation, I 
secured an appointment but the problem continued. 
There were some occasions when I had to bath with 
native medicine and I would smell as I drove in a taxicab 
to my house from the native doctor's place. All these 
made me to be ashamed of myself, a promising young-
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man ebbing away physically. When all hope of cure was 
lost, I started to seek God. I thought Cherubim and 
Seraphim Church people were true servants of God and I 
went to one of their prophets to buy six and seven books 
of Moses (Devil's book). The one that was translated into 
Yoruba. I used some parts of it to no avail. In this hopeless 
situation, I kept struggling to further my education. As 
God would have it I got admission into Higher Institution 
where I studied Telecommunications. It was during my 
first year (1968) in the school that I got the opportunity to 
hear the Gospel of Christ red-hot. There and then, I 
repented of my sins and received JESUS as my Savior. 
Praise God. I experienced spiritual heart transplantation, 
for the Lord gave me a new heart, and a new spirit where 
the Holy Spirit dwells. Do you know how I knew this? 
The word of God said so and I believed it and began to 
love God from the depth of my heart. I received my 
healing also. Although the healing was not immediate but 
gradually my health improved, as I trusted Christ as my 
healer. Since then, I have known Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour and my doctor. To the glory of God, I do not 
know when last I used tablet and I have been enjoying 
divine healing and divine health and I am pretty sure that 
divine life is mine. Praise God. Practically as I walk 
before the Lord daily, these scripture {Ex, 23:25}is being 
fulfilled in my life. It is written,

" ... Ye shall serve the Lord your God and he shall bless 
thy bread and thy water; and I will take sickness away 
from the midst of thee:” 

It was said of the Israelites (the Church in the Wilderness) 
thus, " ... I would not that ye should be ignorant how that 
all our Fathers were under the cloud and all passed 
through the sea. 

And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in' the 
sea "1 Corinthians 10:1-2. This is a type and shadow of 
the water baptism and HOLY GHOST baptism that every 
Christian should experience. I want to say that I have 
been baptized unto Jesus Christ. I have identified with 
Him through water baptism by immersion. The water 
baptism symbolizes the death, the burial and the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. I have therefore 
reckoned myself to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ my Lord. I have also 
sought Christ and known Him as my baptizer with the 
HOLY GHOST and with fire (Matthew 3:11) I have also 
known Christ as the Anointed ONE who has anointed me 
for His service. I will discuss more about these 
experiences in Chapter 5. 
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CHAPTER THREE

A HEART TO KNOW GOD

 have discovered to the glory of God that what one 
needs supremely is a heart to know God; a heart that is 
not by the road side, a heart that is not dusty and I

beclouded with all the cares of the world, a heart that is not 
shallow but deep, a heart that is not rocky, a heart that is 
broken and contrite; and a fertile heart which is humble 
and teachable. It is like the state of soil that is mellow and 
friable, crumbling to pieces at the touch of the sower; a 
heart that breaks and crumbles under the mighty and yet 
tender hands of God. (Job 19:2, Isa.66:2). This is the type 
of the heart that the Holy Spirit will get hold of and 
instruct. It is the contrite heart that will know and enjoy 
the abiding presence of God as Isaiah 57:15 has it. 

"For thus saith the high and lofty one that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

        It is such a humble and teachable heart 

that will enjoy an intimate relationship with 
the Most High God. 

PURITY OF HEART IS VITAL TO THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

A heart that will know God must be pure. For 
instance, Jesus in one of His addresses revealed 
that the unregenerate heart is the source of man's 
defilement, which creates a stonewall of partition 
between God and man. He said, 

"But those things which proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart; and they defile the 
man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies" "These are the things 
which defile a man ... " Matthew 15: 18-20, and " 
... whosoever sinneth hath not seen him (God), 
neither KNOWN him". 1 John 3:6. 

But "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God". Matthew 5:8. 

Has the truth been done on you that, "the (unregenerate) 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked? ... "Jeremiah 17:9 Jerem. 7:9-10 
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The Lord asked, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? Who shall stand in his holy place? He also 
answered, "He that hath clean hands and a pure heart". 

No wonder David, in order to be qualified to stand 
before the Lord and see Him and know Him, 
prayed earnestly thus, 

"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God and renew a right 
spirit within me". Brethren, the heart that will hear God 
and know Him must be pure and such a heart is obtained 
at conversion when one is born-again." 

Even after receiving a new-life, God expects our new 
hearts to remain pure. This purity of hearts can only be 
maintained as we continually repent whenever the Holy 
Spirit convicts us of sin. Having confessed, we 
appropriate the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. There is no doubt that sin brings defilement and 
Christians also do sin either by omission, commission or 
through ignorance. However Christians must not 
willingly sin. Also, since God is not a respecter of 
person, He will not tolerate the sin of a saint or a sinner. 

But, "If we confess our sins, he, is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us." 1John1: 9-10. 

Praise God, there was a once and for all atoning death and 
resurrection of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ but there 
must be a perpetual application of the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ for our cleansing in order to keep our hearts 
pure. 

The Lord gave the revelation of a pure heart to 
a young sister as we waited on Him, she said, 

"The Lord showed me three houses. I saw a 
bulb in the first house and yet it was dark 
because of a heap of dirt in the house that 
shaded the light. God then explained to me 
that this is how some of our hearts are - full of 
sins that prevent God from shining forth in us 
and through us. 

The second house was swept but not scrubbed 
and there was a bulb there, which was dim. 
God told me that this is how some of our 
hearts are. Although they have confessed their 
sins yet they still go back to them. 

The third house had a bulb also and it was 
swept and scrubbed and the light was so 
bright that one can see ones reflection like in a 
mirror. God told me that such people whose 
hearts are like this have forsaken their sins 
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and given their lives truly to Jesus Christ". 

It is written, 

“But unto you that fear my name shall the sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings: and ye shall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the stall." 'Malachi 4:2. As long as 
there is no dark cloud of sin in our hearts, the 
glory of God will flood our hearts. 

King David who knew God, declared, "Behold, thou 
desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part 
thou shalt make me to know wisdom". Psalm 51:6. 
Wisdom they say is the right application of knowledge. 
But there is a prerequisite qualification for this precious 
knowledge and wisdom of God. This is what the scripture 
is revealing here. Before God teaches one His hidden 
knowledge and wisdom, He looks beyond external 
display of religious activities. Human beings can be 
deceived or impressed by religious activities but not 
God. The reason being that "The LORD does not look at 
the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart". 1 Sam. 
16:7. He looks right down into the innermost depths of 
our hearts for transparent honesty and sincerity 

(TRUTH). In the light of this, can I say that I am truly 
open to God? Are the words I speak the true expression of 
what I feel in my heart? If my answer to these questions is 
yes, then I am qualified for the hidden wisdom of God. 
Brethren, there is a hidden wisdom of God designed for 
the hidden part of man that is totally and unreservedly 
open to God. Paul said that the mark of true spiritual 
maturity is the ability to receive this precious wisdom: 
"Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: 
yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this 
world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of 
God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory:" 1 Corinth. 
2:6-7 

Another condition of the heart that knows God is 
expressed in Psalm 25:14, "The secret of the LORD is 
with them that fear him ... " In the light of this scripture, 
Derek Prince commented, "God reveals Himself to man 
purely on the basis of character - not intellectual ability, 
or academic degrees, or social standing. He looks for an 
inner attitude of the heart toward Himself: reverent 
submission and respect." The heaven, no doubt, will be 
like brass to a rebellious heart, but the heaven comes 
down and the glory of God fills the heart that trembles at 
the word of God. 
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God bore witness of such a heart that knew Him. He said, 
" I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own 
heart, who will do all my will." Acts 13:22. It is a heart 
that thirsts for the living God and desires ardently the 
LORD of Glory that will know God. Such condition of 
the heart is further revealed in Psalm 23. as a believing 
heart, a meditative heart, a heart set on holiness and 
righteousness, a heart that is bold, brave and courageous, 
a grateful heart, a heart that is fixed upon God (Psalm 
57:7) and completely captivated by the Holy Spirit. 

"But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God". Acts 7: 55. "If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above 
where Christ sited on the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth". Colo.3:1-3. It is a heart 
that is fixed on Jesus Christ that will not be 
overwhelmed with the storms of life; but it 
will always be on top of the water sailing. 
Peter's experience is a food for thought here. 
When he stood on Jesus' word "COME" and 
fixed his eyes on Jesus Christ, he walked on 
the water like Jesus. But he started to sink as 
soon as he became fearful of the raging storm, 
which diverted his attention from the LORD. 

The fear of creature brings snare whereas the 
fear of the Creator brings deliverance. 
Matthew 14:25-32. 

A GRATEFUL HEART KNOWS GOD.

"In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel." 
(Psalm 76:1) Since the word "Judah" means "Praise", 
(Gen. 29:35), it can then be said that in praise is God 
known. Praise is to be ascribed to God, in respect of His 
Glory (the exhibition of His Character and Operations). 

In fact, God once created and is still creating through 
regeneration, people who had and have hearts to praise 
God. David testified, "My heart is fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed: I will sing and give praise". 

David with his heart and attitude of praise and worship, 
saw God, heard God and knew God of glory. He 
definitely lived a life of praise and worship of Jehovah 
God. 

David prophesied thus, " ... The people which shall be 
created shall praise the LORD". Psalm 102:18. The 
atoning death and resurrection of the LORD JESUS 
Christ, is creating (regenerating) people who will know 
how to praise and worship Him. 

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
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creature: ... " 2 Corinth 5:17 

God is gathering such people who are genuinely born-
again having new hearts to praise the Lord and they are 
getting to know Him and growing in His knowledge as 
they minister to Him with praise and adoration. Praise the 
LORD. 

Finally, God is bringing to pass His promises in the 
following scriptures, Jeremiah 24:7 "I will give them an 
heart to know me, that I am the LORD and they shall be 
my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return 
unto me with their whole heart". 

JEREMIAH 31:33-34 

“,., I will put my law in their inward parts and write it 
in their heart ... and they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbor. and every man his 
brother, saying know the LORD, for they 
shall all know me; from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the LORD: ... " 

DEUT.30: 6 

"The Lord thy God will circumcise thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart and with thy 

soul, that thou mayest live". 

You see, a heart that loves God and yearns to know God 
in growing intimacy comes from our Savior the LORO 
JESUS CHRIST. He desires that we should increase in 
the knowledge of Him and follow to know Him better 
every moment. (Colos. 1:10, Hosea 6:3), 

This heart having the above-described 
qualities is the type that the Holy Spirit will 
wake up every morning to teach and lead. 

"The LORD God hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him 
that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. The Lord God 
hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither 
turned away back". Isa50:4-5. 

All we need is a hearing heart, which Solomon asked and 
received from the Lord. One desperately needs a hearing 
heart to learn the pure word of God at the feet of our 
master, the LORD JESUS CHRIST who is the 
embodiment of wisdom and knowledge of God. This 
pure word of God, which is spirit and life. This pure word 
of God, which is an incorruptible seed, will only grow 
and bear fruits on the fertile ground, a heart that is 
consecrated and yielded to God Almighty, 
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CHAPTER FOUR

A GROWING HUNGER FOR GOD

he initial knowledge of Christ must create a 
growing hunger in us for more of Him. This will 
enable us to seek His PRESENCE often. The T

experience of Moses throws light to this, for instance, it 
cost God a miracle of a bush burning without the grass 
being consumed, to win Moses. Moses now being in love 
with God, resolutely desired to know God more. Hear 
him, "now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in 
thy sight show me now thy way that I may find grace in 
thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. And 
he said, my presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest". Ex. 33:13-14. 

So in his wilderness experience, Moses earnestly desired 
God's presence and made God's presence his home and 
the result was that God revealed His ways to him. 

Moses preferred personal interaction with God and God's 
leadership to just miracles. God said at another time that 
instead of Him going with the children of Israel, He 

would send His angel to lead them and win their battles. 
This means to deal with the giants, the Amalekites, But 
Moses, who knew the difference between mere miracles 
and the very presence of God, refused this alternative. He 
insisted on God leading them instead of an angel. Paul's 
encounter with the Lord, created in him a growing hunger 
for the knowledge of the Lord. He discovered that the 
knowledge of Christ is very excellent and rewarding. 
Hence, he forsook his empty religious knowledge 
without life. "Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things 
and do count them but dung that I may win CHRIST". 
Ph.3:8. 

This search for the excellent knowledge of Christ cost 
him his position and respect in the religious circle of the 
Sanhedrin. He forsook the temporal for the eternal. 

He desired to know CHRIST and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering (The 
baptism of Fire). His experience was really a solace for 
me when I was in a state of dilemma for the way I was 
treated when I left my place of work and the religious 
circle in order to know Christ more. The authorities of my 
place of work refused to send me off and compensate me 
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for a work well done. 

This might be because they were disappointed for my not 
staying to serve them for many more years ahead. Why 
should I have left them to serve God? The authorities of 
the church where God used me to His own glory were 
expected to know better. But the reverse was the case for 
when they were supposed to have released me with love 
for obeying the leading of the Lord; they deserted me and 
called me names. 

The moment, I gave in my letter of resignation, I was 
disrobed and instead of being supported, I was suspected 
beyond measure. As I wondered in disappointment, the 
Holy Spirit reminded me of Paul's experience. The Holy 
Spirit then told me that I should forgive them because it is 
the culprit, the devil that made them to do that. Having 
forgiven them in the name of Jesus Christ, the joy of the 
Holy Spirit thus filled my heart and like Paul I counted all 
things but refuse for the Excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ my Lord. Although the death of Jesus was a 
dagger to the hearts of His disciples; notwithstanding, 
their hearts were knit with HIM. For instance His two 
disciples on their way to Emmaus, were lost in the 
thoughts of Him and kept discussing about Him. In fact it 
was not a question of out of sight and out of mind. Even 
when He was confirmed dead for our sins before His 

resurrection, they demonstrated their love for Him in 
thoughts and deeds. Mary Magdalene also, at the risk of 
her life went alone before dawn, to His tomb looking for 
her Lord. Alas at the very height of her desire and 
desperation for Jesus, He appeared to her in His 
resurrection body and spoke to her and gave her 
direction. I pray O Lord,

"Teach me to do thy will: for thou art my God: thy spirit is 
good; lead me into the Land of uprightness." Just like 
these Disciples of Christ, who were in love with Christ, 
we need a closer walk with Jesus. We need to talk more of 
Him. We need to think more of Him. We need to love Him 
more; we need to eat more with Him, so that the veil on 
our eyes may be removed in order to know Him better. 
Our day-to-day meditation on Him will make Him to 
reveal Himself to us in His glorified body. The Scriptures 
says, 
"And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with them, he took 
bread and blessed it and broke and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened and they knew him ... " Luke 24: 
30-31. (Verse 32) - He reveals Himself more to us as He 
opens the scriptures to us. On the 29th of August 1992 as I 
wanted to read the scriptures, the LORD dropped this 
new song into my spirit. 

OPEN TO ME DEAR LORD, 
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THINE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
TO RECEIVE MORE LIGHT, 
FOR MY WALK WITH YOU. 

It is written, "Then opened He their 
understanding, that they might understand 
the   scriptures" (Verse 45). There is no short 
cut to having the in-depth knowledge of 
Christ than to seek Him with all our hearts in 
order to win him. The amicable relationship 
between husband and wife throws light to 
this. When a man desires to marry a girl, he 
will go all out looking and longing for her. He 
will also spend as much as possible, his time, 
talent and money to please her and win her. 
When finally he succeeds in wooing and 
marrying her it is now the turn of the wife to 
seek the face of her husband to please her 
husband and win him completely to her side, 
so that he does not look outside. A God 
fearing woman should please her husband in 
all things and vise-visa. This is exactly our 
case with the LORD JESUS CHRIST. It cost 
Him His life and love to woo and win us. It is 
now left for us to desire like Paul to win Him; 
as we love Him and long for Him and keep 
seeking him until we are caught up in his 
GLORY. King David had a growing hunger 

for God. This is expressed in his heart desire 
in psalm 42:1-3 

"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, o God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
when shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they continually say unto me, where is 
thy God?" 

A spirit desire for God leads to spirit thirsting 
which leads to the growing knowledge of 
God. 

"1 stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul 
thirsteth after thee as a thirsty land". Psalm 
143:6 

God said, "For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:" Isa 
44:3 

God will definitely pour Himself into a heart that thirsts 
for Him and such a person will have an in depth 
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knowledge of God as the Spirit of knowledge, wisdom 
and revelation dwells in him. 

There are depth, height, breadth and Length of the 
knowledge of God that we need to know. It does not 
matter how long we have been in the Lord, we are still 
terribly ignorant of God. We need the Holy Spirit to 
reveal Him more to us as we regularly go to Him the 
fountain of life. Watchman Nee said in one of his books 
"Abraham had to go through so much trials and testing in 
order to bring him to know God. Paul said " ... But we 
glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience. And patience experience and 
experience hope". Romans 5:3-4 God reveals Himself to 
us through our daily experiences. As Christians, nothing 
in our lives is accidental but rather every situation should 
cause us to seek the Lord in order to know His mind. We 
should be prepared to learn lesson through whatever 
happens to us, even sickness. 

I believe that to know God is to know His way. 
That is, His purpose, his mind and His will. 
God's way is found in His presence. To 
understand and know CHRIST demands our 
being restful in His presence. 

"Thy way, O God is in the Sanctuary: who is 
so great a God as our God?" Psalm 77:13. 

Without any shade of doubt, a growing hunger 
for the Lord brings a growing knowledge of 
the Lord". 

CHAPTER FIVE

THE PRICE FOR KNOWING GOD

t is often said that nothing goes for nothing. This 
does not mean that one has to bribe God in order to Iknow Him. The fact of the case is that God had made 

every provision for us to know Him. But we have a part to 
play and that part is the price and that price, is to wait 
regularly on God. We have to earnestly seek God before 
we can know Him, listen to Him, hear His voice, 
understand His thoughts and ways and promptly and 
absolutely obey Him. 

As I waited on God, He opened my understanding to 
know His purpose for choosing us and this is why we 
should love to wait on Him for fellowship, discipline and 
direction. 

" ... The God of our fathers has chosen you to 
know His will, and to see the Righteous One, 
and to hear a voice of his mouth. Because you 
will be a witness for Him to all mankind of 
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what you have seen and heard. (Acts 22:14-
15). (Deut.4: 29)

Definitely, this waiting will enable us to see, hear know 
and grow in the knowledge of God. What does it then 
mean after all to wait on God? There is no doubt that 
when wait is used as a verb, it is used in different ways in 
the scriptures. 

1 It is used of God's long suffering towards men Isa. 
30:18 1Peter 3:20. God has been   patiently 
waiting for us and inviting us who have been full 
of much ado about nothing to come unto Him for a 
rest and take His yoke upon us and learn of Him. 
Matthew 11:28-30. 

2 It is used to express expectation. Luke 12:36, Acts 
10:24, II Thess 3:5. Each time we come to the 
Presence of God, we should be full of expectancy 
that something wonderful will happen. Wonder in 
this sense is  A striking departure from the normal 
order of things.

- An observable phenomenon affected by the 
direct operation of God's power 

- An arresting deviation from ordinary sequence of 
nature 

- A temporary suspension of some natural laws. 

3 It is used in the sense of serving or ministering to 
someone. II Chronicle 13:10. 1 Corinthians 9:13. 
It is a time that one ministers to the Lord in 
worship and adoration. It is the time He enjoys the 
sweet aroma of our worship. It is time when God 
by His spirit leads you to intercede for people. It is 
the time when God roars through you to pull down 
the kingdoms of darkness. 

4 It is used to refer to the faith of believer who is 
ready to listen to God and who is confident that 
God will speak to him. And that he will see a 
demonstration of God's power. Psalm 33:20. 
Psalm 37:7, Isa 40:31, Rom. 8:19. 

People who have heart for God are so used to this 
waiting that they cannot do without it. Since we 
also have a lot to learn from them, hear what they 
have to say. A saint of God said "The first step is 
to put myself in neutral gear - not forward or 
backward but completely calm in my heart. Then 
I wait upon the LORD, saying, "LORD, I'm here; 
I will listen to your voice. If you say "yes" I will 
go, if you say "no" I'm not going." 

Another Saint of God said, "I'm sitting up against 
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a tree somewhere, hands up in the air, and saying, 
'LORD, what can I do today? What will you give 
me for your children/Start off by meditating - 
your mind on God, out of the world, away from 
the world, you sit there and raise up your hands, 
don't say a word just hold your hands in the air. 
First you know, your whole being is caught away. 
Then you see things that He wants you to know - 
showing you things that are to come. Sometimes 
it is not vision but then scripture just pours 
together. 

I grab my pencil, so I won't forget it, and write it 
down. Until first He gives it to me, I cannot give 
it out." Another disciple of CHRIST also said, 
"And I in tears, thus poured out my soul to God in 
prayer, "My Lord God, my all in all, life of my 
life, and Spirit of my spirit, look in mercy upon 
me and so fill me with Thy Holy Spirit that my 
heart shall have no room for love of aught but 
thee. I seek from Thee no other gift but Thyself, 
who art the Giver of life and all its blessings. 

From Thee I ask not for the world, or its treasures, 
not yet for heaven even make request, but thee 
alone do I desire and long for, and where Thou art, 

there is heaven. The hunger and the thirst of this 
heart of mine can be satisfied only with thee who 
hast given his birth. O creator mine. Thou has 
created my heart for Thyself alone and not for 
another. Therefore this heart can find no rest or 
ease save in Thee in Thee who hast both created it 
and set in it this very longing for rest. Take away 
then from my heart all that is opposed to Thee, and 
enter and abide and rule forever Amen." 

Then the vision of Jesus - "He held in His hand the 
key of my heart. Opening the inner chamber of my 
heart with His key of love. He filled it with His 
presence and wherever, I looked inside or out I 
saw but Him". Then. Jesus started to teach him 
deep truth, as revelation knowledge started to 
flow to the glory of God. 

As some saints of God also sought HIM with their 
whole hearts, God spoke thus, 

"Dwelling in my presence means 
quietness, patience and not in haste to 
anything. Be ready not to be in haste if 
you want to be in my presence. I am not 
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hastening neither will any man hasten 
me to my work. Trust God and commit 
all your ways to the LORD as you wait 
patiently on Him to bring all to pass at 
His own fullness of time. 

Don't be hasty to anything if you want 
to be in My Presence. For an unquiet 
man, a hasty man, and a man of 
impatience cannot work with me and 
bring out a perfected work for I AM 
perfect. And it takes a man of perfection 
with the help of patience to work a work 
for me. For my ways are long yet 
shortened in quietness and patience. 

So be ready to put off the garment of 
hastiness and be clothed with the 
garment of quietness. Waiting on God 
as He leads us to perfection at the 
appropriate time. Thus says the Spirit of 
the living God who is now in His full 
manifestation amongst you for a 
perfected instruments for my work". 

A beloved brother also commented on Leviticus 16:29-
31, an injunction to "do no work at all" thus, "It is 
imperatively necessary that we interrupt our busy lives 
on a regular basis and make time for waiting upon God 
and for meditating in His word. It is a curse upon 
anybody to be so busy and finds no time to wait on God. 
One thing in life that is needful is to give time to the 
pursuit of God with our whole heart. , We destroy 
ourselves when we do not make time for God". From my 
personal experience, I see that it pays rich dividends to 
wait on God. In fact without Him we can do nothing. 

Above all, God's way of waiting on Him is clearly 
explained in the Bible. "For thus said the Lord God the 
holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength: and ye would not, But ye said, No; for we will 
flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and we will ride 
upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be 
swift". Isaiah 30:15-16. 

Without an iota of doubt, it is the express will of God for 
us to regularly withdraw from our tight schedule and 
wait restfully on Him. " ... Be still, and know that I am 
God". It is in a state of quietness that we can know God. 
God, whose name is "I AM, meaning a state of perpetual 
presence and awareness, knew that men would be 
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rebellious to His will. We are so confident of the arm of 
flesh and we do not know that, "An horse is a vain thing 
for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great 
strength. Psalm 33:17. We can see the cause of our 
spiritual exhaustion and failures. It is time for us to 
repent of the work done by the energy of the flesh and 
learn to live and walk in the spirit as we wait on God. 
Remember that, " ... the LORD is in his holy temple: Let 
all the earth keep silence before him". Habakkuk 2:20. 

"He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary; and the young 
men shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength: they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk and not 
faint". Isa,40:29-31. 

In the light of this scripture, God does not and will not 
give his strength to those who are presumptuous and keep 
exercising their might up and down. All our soulish 
endeavors will earn no credit from God. 

"He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall 
be silent in darkness for by strength shall no man 
prevail". 1 Sam 2:9 

Waiting means that we are weak and that 
in ourselves we can do nothing worth of 
eternal value. Hence, we need the 
strength of God and "Blessed is the man 
whose strength is God". Psalm 84:5. Paul 
was made strong in weakness. 2 
Cor.12:9-10. Waiting means being quiet 
before God; and not doing anything until 
we hear from God. You do not rush into 
action until God tells you what to do. 

"I will stand upon my watch and set me upon 
the tower, and will watch to see what he will 
say unto me, and what I shall answer when I 
am approved. And the Lord answered me and 
said, write the vision and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it". 
Habak.2:1-2. 

The word "renew" in Isa. 40:31, means that 
the Lord shall exchange His strength for our 
own feebleness. Then we shall be able to 
mount up like eagle. Owing to the fact that the 
eagle has mastered the air - current, he waits 
for the appropriate current of the air and 
mounts on it. Without flapping of wings, the 
eagle is carried by the current of the air along 
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its path and very high above. This is why 
Eagle flies higher than any bird under heaven. 
Eagle with two sets of eyelids, is able to 
behold the glory of the sun with one set of the 
eye-lids while he uses the other set normally 
on the mountain top. Ern Baxter said, "Even 
though an eagle flies high into the blinding 
sun, he is equally adapted to dark mountain 
valleys. He has two sets of eyelids. With his 
earthly eyelids he can see perfectly well at 
ground level, or he can roll down his heavenly 
ones and play in the glaring glory of the sun". 
Eagle is very swift also. In like manner, as we 
wait for the air current of the Holy Spirit in the 
Presence of God, we will soar high into the 
spiritual realm and behold the glory of God 
and see whatever God wants us to see to His 
own glory. John3:8. Since we are using the 
strength of God, it takes us high into the 
spiritual realm where we will neither faint nor 
weary. Amen. We will neither be spiritually 
blind nor deaf in the name of Jesus Christ. 

"As thou knowest not what is the way of the 
spirit ... " Eel 11:5 one needs to wait on God, 
in order to know the way of the spirit since the 
way of the flesh cannot please God. 

Waiting on God brings righteousness, 
peace and assurance. When we wait on 
God, we will start to do the work of 
righteousness Isa.32:17-18, 20. 

"As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness". I shall be satisfied when I 
awake, with thy likeness". Psalm 17:15. 

We can view waiting in the light of the behavior of a piece 
of iron that is kept in the magnetic field of a bar-magnet. 
As long as it is there it behaves like a magnet. But when it 
is removed far away, it starts to loose its magnetism. This 
speaks of us, as long as we remain in the presence of God 
beholding His glory, we will be changed from glory to 
glory. We shall then begin to reflect His likeness until His 
image is perfectly formed in us. But the moment we take 
a vacation from His presence, we will start to loose His 
likeness. 

"Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD ... "Zech 2:13 
God wants us to be silent in His presence. We should not 
go before Him with our programs but wait until He tells 
us to do something. For instance, God may want praise, 
worship and adoration but if we presumptuously start to 
read the Bible, we have missed God. We may gain little or 
nothing in the reading of the Bible at that time. God's will 
is best for us every moment. 
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"Keep silence before me, O islands: and 
let the people renew their strength: let 
them come near; then let them speak; let 
us come near together to judgment". 
Isa.41:1 

The word "islands" here means the strongholds in our 
minds. There are thoughts in us that prevent us from 
hearing God. I mean there are terrible noise greater than 
the noise in the market in us that prevents us from hearing 
God and knowing His will and direction. Hence God has 
made available the spiritual weapon of warfare in order 
to pull down strongholds in us and take every thought in 
us captive to obey Christ. 2 Cor.10:4~5. Our minds 
should be renewed with the word of God daily in order to 
be quiet there. It is written. 

" ... Be renewed in the spirit of your mind ... " Eph. 4:23-
26 

As we wait on God, we should know that we are God's 
guests and that He has prepared something special for us 
as our Host. 

Being a guest, you do not start to demand but wait 
patiently to receive with thanksgiving what the Host has 
for you. (Zeph.1:7). There is punishment for those who 
bring strange fire, which are their own ideas before God. 

Whatever you do before God in your own strength is a 
strange fire. You will get dry and burn out in your spirit-
man. This is the reason why you come back dry 
spiritually after spending sometime with the Lord in your 
own strength. 

The standing order is "keep thy foot when 
thou goest to the house of God, and be more 
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of 
fools, for they consider not that they do evil. 
Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter anything before God". 
Eccl.5:1-2. 

"Keep thy foot" - speaks of our strength, self-
will and self-righteousness", "sacrifice of 
fools" - speaks of anything we do, no matter 
how good it is, which is not God's will at the 
spur of the moment. 

Knowing fully well that God is a Spirit and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and truth. The right step to take first is to 
open the channel for our human spirit to 
communicate with the Spirit of God; spirit-
to-spirit. "Comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual". 1 Cor. 2:9-16 
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There are three steps to take in order to achieve this 
channel of communication with the Lord. 

1.  Confession and Repentance:- 

"For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy 
light shall we see light. "Psalm 36:9 

As we come to the presence of God we should 
know it in our spirit-man that we have come 
to the fountain of living water where we 
should be thoroughly cleansed. 

"In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
for uncleanness. "Zech. 13:1 

This has already been achieved in Christ when 
He poured out. His blood on the cross for our 
cleansing. We should bear it in mind also that 
we have come to the very source of light in 
Whom there is no darkness at all. In His 
glorious light every dark spot in us will be 
exposed for it is time to put on the armor of 
light and cast off the works of darkness. Our 
first word shall be, 

"Examine me, O LORD, and prove me, try my 

reins and my heart". 'Psalm 26:2. 

"Search me, O God, and know my heart, try me, and 
know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked 
way in me and lead me in the way everlasting" - 
Psalm 139:24-25, II Cor. 7:1 

As the Holy Spirit convicts us of any sin, we confess 
and repent of it and plead and appropriate the blood 
of Jesus Christ for cleansing. Zech.3:1-5. 

2. We must empty ourselves of all our idols. The Lord 
commands "Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols". 1 John 5:21. An idol is not only a statue in a 
shrine but also a dearest object of regard t h a t  
seduces one's heart from Jehovah. Have you a 
chamber in your mind filled with idols? 

The chambers of imagery of Ezekiel 8 verse 12 were the 
idolatrous corruption of the kingdom of Judah. They 
imitated the Egyptians, in painting on the walls of a 
chamber, pictures of idols for worship. God knows that 
there is something that is taking His place in the hearts of 
His children. Since He is a jealous God, He commands us 
to get rid of any idol so that He alone can reign supreme in 
our hearts. Ez.8: 1-18 

3. We ought to surrender our will to God and ask Him 
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to fill us with his own will. We ought to let Him 
know that His will is our command. Rom. 12:1-2

When we faithfully play our part, God starts to 
communicate with us in our spirit man what to do and 
what not to do. As we actively yield to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, we will start to know CHRIST as LORD. A 
vast majority of Christians do not know Christ as Lord 
because they have not known how to know His will and 
obey Him. This is why we have baby Christians after 30 
or 40 years of salvation. If you want to grow in your 
relationship with Christ, you must learn to know His will 
and do it.  By His grace, I have just started to grow in the 
knowledge of Jesus as my Lord. I am not fully grown in it 
yet but I trust the Lord to see me through in this crucial 
area. God is waiting for us here at the bridge edge where 
we should submit to His LORDSHIP, for CHRIST will 
not use a rebellious Christian. 

One gets to know Christ as deliverer as one 
waits on Him to reveal the various cords of 
the enemy in one's life. He who is “wonderful 
in counsel and excellent in working”, will 
then set you free as you yield to His counsel. 
(Isa 28:29). To the glory of God, I am bold to 
say that the Lord Jesus Christ had revealed 
Himself to me as my deliverer. You may want 

to know that, He uses me as one of His 
instruments for setting the captive free. On the 
24th of March 1988, God visited us in a 
wonderful way and revealed Himself as the 
deliverer. On this fateful day, I was led of the 
Lord to share some truth on deliverance with a 
few saints of God. God approved the teaching 
by the powerful manifestation of His 
presence. Here is one remarkable testimony 
among many, from a sister, she said, 

"I thank God for the teaching of this day. God 
really moved in our midst. As we were 
worshipping after the teaching, 1 saw the 
glory of God shone like lightning and covered 
the whole place. Then 1 saw something 
moving like a cloud. As it moved, whomever 
it touched fell immediately. 1 first of all fell. 
God delivered and gave gifts to everyone of 
us. After the meeting, 1 went home. How 1 
reached home, 1 could not say. But when my 
husband opened the door and 1 laid my hands 
on him, he fell and received the gift of 
intercession from God. 

Another miracle that God did was the removal of 
the property of the enemy in my house. 1 saw 
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every work of my enemy being removed in the 
spirit realm. Some were removed from the centre 
of my bed. 1 saw a pig ran out and God told me that 
it was the spirit of uncleanness. 1 saw some other 
dirty things that came out and God told me that 
those things represented the spirit of 
lukewarnness that made my spirit weak. After 
that, God took me to the center of my sitting room; 
under the rug 1 saw a circle of sand and the spirit 
of God told me that it was the spirit of confusion 
and quarreling, which the enemy had planted in 
the house. So 1 started removing the sand until 
everything was clear. 1 thank God for uprooting 
all the works of the enemy in my sitting room. 

He took me to the bedroom again and 1 saw a line 
drawn at the side of my window. God told me that 
the line represented poverty and hardship. He took 
me to the wardrobe and 1 saw some rags. The 
Holy Spirit told me that those rags are the property 
of the boy living with me before. They were his 
contact point. 

1 thank God for all the works of the enemy He 
removed from my house that day both in the 
spiritual and physical realms. Since then God 
has been surprising me with spiritual, 

physical, material and financial blessings and 
there is nothing like quarrel or poverty in my 
family any more. We are in perfect peace of 
God. Glory be to God Almighty”. 
As I wait on Him daily, He has proved 
conclusively to be the Lord my Shepherd and 
provider for I have not lacked any good thing. 
He has been regularly meeting my needs 
according to His riches in glory. As He said 
and did for Abraham, Christ is my exceeding 
great reward. I definitely have staggering 
needs and very pressing ones but God is 
faithful who keeps meeting my needs in His 
own time and in His own way. For any need 
that is not met as expected, the LORD is 
saying learn to play it cool and wait on me and 
wait for me. He has promised and He will 
never fail. 

"For ye know the grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich". 2 Cor. 8:9 

"And God is able to make all grace 
abound towards you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may 
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abound to every good work" 2 Coir 9:8 

"Blessed be the God and father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ" Eph. 1:3 

"I have been young, and now I am old, yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread" Psalm 37:25. 

Just as for the Israelites of old, God has 
provisions spiritually, materially and 
physically, for every Christian who seeks 
God with his whole heart. 

God has also made me to know Him as my 
baptizer with the Holy Ghost and fire. Matt 
3:11-12 

" ... He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire ..... But He will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire." 

" ... For He is like a refiner's fire, and like 
fuller's soap; and he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver; and he shall purify the sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver 

that they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
in righteousness" Malachi 3:2-3. 

"For our God is a consuming fire" Heb. 12:29. 

Fire speaks of judgment and purification. As God 
releases His fire on us, any chaff (in our spirit, soul 
and body) is burnt off. Just as gold comes out of 
fire purified and shining, the fire of the Holy 
Ghost purifies us and makes us ready instruments 
of honour in God's hands. Fire speaks of tests and 
trails. God allows us to go through trials and 
testing so as to purify our motives. We need the 
Holy Ghost fire to make us fire proof like 
Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego. 

On the 4th of March, 1993, as I prostrated before 
the Lord around 12 noon and sincerely asked the 
LORD Jesus Christ to give me baptism of fire, the 
LORD opened my eyes and I saw a bright cloud 
forming. Initially it was not all that bright but 
surprisingly it got brighter as I started groaning 
involuntarily. Then it started to grow larger and 
larger until what seemed to be two semi-circles 
with a dark spot separating them, finally became a 
very bright spherical cloud and the black spot 
disappeared. I believe that the black spot 
separating the glory of God represent everything 
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in me that is not of God and the devouring fire of 
God had consumed it. Praise God. With all these I 
am still in the school of waiting in order to know 
God better. 

"Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before. 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus" Phil. 3:13-14. 

CHAPTER SIX

GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

he LORD JESUS gave the instruction that we 
should be perfect even as our Father in heaven is 
perfect. Also when God appeared to Abraham, T

He told him, " ... walk before me, and be thou perfect." 
Gen. 17:1. I understand from this word of the LORD that 
perfection or uprightness or maturity is possible as we 
walk before the LORD daily. As we encounter God daily 
and have a firsthand knowledge of Him, He speaks to us 
and shows us what we need to deal with and what we 
need to be cleansed from. As I walk before Him in the 
light of His word and by the leading of the Holy Spirit, 
He told me to change my surname, which glorifies an 
idol. 

By the time this book was first published in 1993, the 
danger in bearing an idol name after salvation was not 
clearly seen. Even when convicted of it, I used to defend 
myself with a scripture that did not mean what I thought 
it meant. My surname then was OPAFEMI. It was a 
name after an idol of "New Yam." They normally put an 
iron rod painted white in the shrine of this Demon. 
Names like Opafemi, Opayemi, Opakunle, Opadotun 
etc. are borne in honor and glory of this idol. When my 
grandparents used to worship him, they thought he 
loved them. Hence my grandfather bore OPAFEMI 
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meaning that the god represented by the iron-rod loves 
me. This is no doubt giving glory to an idle idol, which 
could neither see, hear, move nor speak. What an 
abomination indeed, robbing the Living God of His 
glory! Paul said, "For as much then as we are the 
offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man's device" Acts 17:29. The Living God who created 
the heavens and the earth and all that are in them, is the 
one who loves both the heathen and the righteous. Glory 
be to His Holy name in the Highest. Amen. 

In ignorance and yet assuming that I knew, I used to use 
Psalm 23 verse 4 as an excuse for bearing the name. It 
says "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me". I used to 
temporarily silence my inner voice by saying that it is 
this scepter, this rod of God that loves me. I used it to win 
the argument on it with people who dared to confront me 
for bearing an idolatrous name. But I thank the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST who by His Holy Spirit did not leave 
me alone and kept on convicting me on it with the truth 
of the scriptures. By His grace, the understanding came 
that the 'rod' in Psalm 23 is a rod of righteousness that 
corrects and protects the righteous ones. Its source is 
from the LORD JESUS the king of righteousness and 

the shepherd of the souls that are in right standing with 
Him. Whereas the source of the name - OPAFEMI is 
earthly and demonic and antichrist. As the story has it, 
this 'OPA' is an iron rod painted white and erected in the 
shrine of the Demon god called 'Orisa-oko'. His priests 
and their converts regularly worship this Demon god; 
most especially when the new-yam is about coming out. 
These priests and their associates dare not eat the yam 
nor sell it in the market before sacrificing it first to the 
abominable idol. Usually it is a time of real celebration 
and worship of the Devil. There is a strong covenant 
between them and the god and there are penalties for 
breaking it. So they jealously watched it that in the 
whole town, nobody dare eat the new yam before the 
damnable idol eats it first. In error and ignorance they 
gave glory to the idol instead of the LIVING GOD who 
gave the new yams. 

I grew to know that many who were not in their camp did 
secretly eat the yam either in the farm or at home. As the 
Holy Spirit continued to deal with me on the issue, it 
dawned on me that if I am truly born-again and become a 
child of God, then I should bear a name to the glory of 
God who loves me. While the Holy Sprit was dealing 
with me, He was also dealing with my younger brother. 
So he asked me for the meaning of the surname that we 
bore. I therefore opened up to him that the name was 
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giving me concern also. I told him to hold on until our 
father would come to visit us. 

As God would have it, our father came the very week and 
I called for a family meeting as the first-born. As we 
gathered, we prayed and I told him our burden and asked 
him to tell us the story behind our name. He humbly told 
us in more detail than what I summarized above. He 
concluded that he no longer believe in the idol ever since 
he became a Christian. I then humbly told him our 
conviction that as Christians, and in the light of the 
scriptures, we should not bear a name after any idol. God 
said in Deut 11: 26-28, "Behold, 1 set before you this day 
a blessing and a curse; 

A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD 
your God, which 1 command you this day: And a curse, if 
ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your 
God, but turn aside out of the way which 1 command you 
this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not 
known". 

1 said that it is clear in the scripture that there is a 
standing curse of God on anybody who serves any idol or 
give glory to him. We discovered that no one can remove 
this curse unless God Himself after one must have 
repented of the sin and wash in the precious blood of 
JESUS. I reminded him of some unpleasant things that 

had been happening in the family. The curse of God on 
anyone makes one vulnerable to the Devil. It gives the 
Devil the legal right to ravage one's life. God demands 
that whatever we do, say, or eat should give glory to God. 
Even the name that we bear should give glory to God and 
not to any idol. 1 Corinth. 10:31. God said, "I am the 
LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images". Isa.42:8. 
We all saw it that we erred and we repented and asked for 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Then we stood as priests 
for our generations and broke every covenant made on 
our behalf with the demons of Orisa-oko, We made the 
penalties of the covenant of none effect by the blood of 
Jesus Christ. We rejected the name of the idol 
(OPAFEMl) and by the leading of the Holy Spirit chose a 
beautiful name OLUWAFEMI to the glory of God. 
OLUWAFEMI means THE LIVING GOD LOVES ME. 
AMEN. Who else loves us but the Most High God, The 
Creator of the universe? Glory be to Him in the Highest! 
The Devil had never loved anybody and can never and 
will never love anybody. His mission is very clear as 
JESUS CHRIST revealed it. He said, "The thief (Devil) 
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I 
am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep". John10:10-
11. A song writer says, "We are the people of God called 
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by His name, brought from the dark and delivered from 
shame, one only race, saint everyone because of the 
blood of Christ, JESUS the Son. So, hear-us you Spirit of 
darkness so you may know where we stand, we are God's 
chosen purchased with scars, we have been bought by the 
blood of the Lamb". This song confirms God's desire for 
His people in Acts 15:17 which says, "That the residue of 
men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called saith the Lord, who doeth all 
these things. " In the light of this scripture also, we can 
see that God desire that His children be called by His 
name. Notwithstanding the devil also who counterfeits 
(imitates fraudulently) raises up children that are called 
by his name directly or indirectly. But remember there is 
a curse of God on anyone who is idolatrous or glorifies 
idol. But God said, " They shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel; and I will bless them." Num 6:27 
Praise God for there is God's blessing waiting for his 
children who are called by His name. This is further 
explained in Deut. 28:10-13 thus, "And all the people of 
the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the 
Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee, and the Lord shall 
made thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and 
in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord 
swear unto thy fathers to give thee. The Lord shall open 
unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain 
unto thy land in His season, and to bless all the work of 

thine hand; and thou shall lend unto many nations; and 
thou shall not borrow, and the Lord shall make thee the 
head and not the tail; and thou shall not be beneath; if that 
thou hearken unto the commandment of the Lord thy 
God which I command thee this day to observe and to do 
them;" 

Another flimsy reason given by some serious minded 
Christians for bearing idolatrous names is that when 
people hear their idolatrous names, they will praise the 
Lord for saving idol worshipers. I used to hold this view 
also but glory be to God who delivered me from it. The 
LORD quickened a thought in me one day that each time 
they call me OPAFEMI, the Devil is happy and rejoicing 
that though you call yourself a Christian, you are still 
bearing my name. I still have a claim over you. Worse still 
as a servant of God when you are invited to preach 
elsewhere after every other good introduction about you, 
they will crown it that you are the son of Orisa-Oko.  I 
was terribly shocked by this revelation and pleaded for 
God's mercy. 

In the light of this I crave the indulgence of precious 
people bearing Ogundele, Ikuromu, Ifanyi, Oyakunle, 
Ogunleye Ifaniyi Owolabi etc., that you should humbly 
seek the LORD about the idol names you bear; because 
the name you bear has a far-reaching effect on you. As I 
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turned to the LORD, He removed the veil from my eyes 
in 1994 and the difference has been very clear since then. 
He will do the same for you if only you can humble 
yourself and live out the truth. 

This reminds me of two instances of change of names in 
the Bible. In the first case, God called Abram to get out of 
his kindred and hometown and follow Him to a land that 
He would show him. This he did in simple faith and 
obedience. But a time came when He wanted to bless him 
the more, He changed his name. I said bless him the more 
because by His grace, he was already rich in cattle, silver 
and gold but no child. But when God wanted to bless him 
with children, He said, "As for me behold, my covenant 
is with thee, and thou shall be a father of many nations. 
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy 
name shall be Abraham, for a father of many nations have 
I made thee". Gen. 17:4-5. Do not be complacent for God 
has better things in stock for you but desire to grow in the 
knowledge of Him and you will receive more blessings 
like father Abraham. It is measure for measure. Abram 
means lofty or high father, while Abraham means father 
of many nations or father of multitude. 

The other one was the name of Jacob changed to Israel. 
Jacob means a "sup planter", a manipulator. We knew 
how this name terribly affected him before God changed 

it for him. He deceived his father Isaac to receive the 
blessings that belonged to Esau. He also deceived his 
father-in-law. But when he encountered God, God 
changed his name to Israel meaning a prince with God. 
"And he said, thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel: for a prince has thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed" Gen. 32:28. Since then God has 
been glorified in his life. 

As our relationship with God gets deeper, our knowledge 
of Him grows and we are changed into His likeness and 
He will shine forth through us. It is written, “But grow in 
grace, and in the KNOWLEDGE of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. 
AMEN" II Peter 3:18. Peter in the concluding part of his 
address to those who long for new heavens and a new 
earth where righteousness reigns admonishes them to 
grow in the KNOWLEDGE of GOD and detest error. To 
this effect he said earlier in chapter one, "Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you through the KNOWLEDGE of 
GOD, and of JESUS Our Lord, According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the KNOWLEDGE OF HIM that 
hath called us to glory and virtue. Whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
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And beside this giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience and to patience 
godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you 
and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the KNOWLEDGE of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ" - II Peter 1:2-8. 

CHAPTER SEVEN

GROWING IN TO MATURITY

 song that I love so much to appreciate God is 
sung thus, I thank you Lord for where you 
started with me, I thank you Lord for how far A

You have lead me; above all I thank you Lord for where 
You are leading me. In the light of this, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ does not want us to settle, sleeping and snoring on 
salvation experience. The knowledge of salvation as 
glorious as it is should lead us to the knowledge and 
experience of baptism of the Holy Spirit and 
demonstration of His gifts. This marvelous knowledge 
and experience should ultimately lead us to an intimate 
relationship with the LORD of Glory. I mean growing in 
Christ to a state of beholding His glory, hearing Him and 
doing His will and being possessed with His Divine 
nature here on earth. I mean living in two realms at the 
same time; visiting God's Throne to know God's will for 
the now. In a nutshell, to maintain steady growth in Christ 
Jesus, we need to pursue Him with passion every day as 
we wait on Him. As we do this, we will mount up with 
wings as eagle which means we will have deep spiritual 
experiences. The Word of God sheds light on this, as 
expressed in Eph.1:1, “Blessed be God and Father of our 
Lord Y'shua Messiah, the One Who blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenlies by Messiah". God 
does give His children supernatural experiences in order 
to create in them hunger for deeper experiences with 
Himself. For instance, Moses kept wooing God to show 
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him His glory after his first encounter with Him on Mt 
Horeb, Ex.3: 1-3. As a follow up of his experience in 
chapter 3, Exodus chapters [24:15-25:1-9] are very 
revealing. In this scripture, we read of how God's glory 
like a devouring fire covered Mount Sinai and Moses in 
response to God's invitation, went up to wait on Him 
there. For six days, there was what is called speech fast as 
he was being purged by the glory of God. On the seventh 
day God started to speak to him. I have no doubt that he 
was translated to heaven to receive the blue print of the 
Tabernacle; for he was latter instructed to construct it as 
he was shown. [Rev.11: 19]. In the New Testament also, 
2Corinth.12: 1-4 revealed Paul's translation to Heaven. 
Translation is biblical and supernatural and it is by faith, 
however, before I go into various ways of translation; I 
want to say that God does not want us to be earth-bound 
Christians. He wants us to soar like eagle to behold His 
glory as the veil of our flesh is torn and removed by Christ 
when we wait on Him. 2Cor.3: 16-18 says, “But 
whenever someone would turn toward the Lord, the veil 
is taken away. And the Lord is Spirit and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all by raising the 
veil are transformed from glory to glory just as by the 
Spirit of the Lord, to behold for one's self the glory of the 
Lord.”  Above all our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ 
operated in two realms while He was on earth. John3: 13 
says, “ And no man hath ascended to heaven, but he that 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven” This was His manner of operation for He said 
that He did what He saw His Father doing and that He 
speaks what He hears His Father is saying. Johnohn5: 30. 
He taught the disciples by example. Let us consider what 
I regard an instruction manual for deep spiritual 
experiences in Deut.32: 11-12, which says;“ As an eagle 
stirs her nest, fluttering over her young, spreading wide 
her wings, taking them carrying them on her wings, so 
the LORD alone did lead them, and there was no strange 
god with Him.”  In the light of this scripture, the mother 
eagle jealously keep the eaglets in a comfortable nest 
where she protects and feeds them with choice tidbits 
regularly until such a time that she will need to teach 
them to fly. At such a time, she starts to hover over the 
nest and beat the air with her strong feathers. Contrary to 
the expectation of the eaglets instead of settling down 
with them as before, she starts to dismantle their 
comfortable nest until the eaglets are left standing on 
whatever remained of the nest.  As if that is not enough, 
she starts carrying them one by one to teach them how to 
spread their feathers to fly. She does this in a very fearful 
manner by carrying them one by one at her back and soars 
high and then suddenly drops them. As they are fearfully 
falling and about hitting the bottom of the high mountain, 
she cleverly flies beneath them to carry them on her back 
to repeat the same thing until they learn to spread their 
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feathers to fly like her. The fact is that any newly 
converted Christian filled with Holy Spirit is like an 
eaglet that is used to the comfort of God's miraculous 
provisions without sweat. But God does not want you to 
remain earth bound Christian. He delights to train you in 
order to have deep spiritual experiences while you have 
fellowship with Him regularly. Notwithstanding, the 
training is not without the sacrifice of your comfort zone. 
Remember therefore that when you are going through 
hard time, it may be that God allows it to steer the nest He 
made for you so that you do not settle to slumber and 
snore; but to wake up and be fervent in the spirit serving 
the LORD. Hence it is time to sacrifice part of your 
precious time to wait on God to see, touch, hear Him and 
do His will. It is sad to know that it does not matter how 
old you may be in the LORD; if your spiritual senses are 
not developed, you are still a babe whose growth is 
stunted. In such a precarious situation, be warned, Satan 
can easily play prank on you. So please grow up in Christ.

 These translation and other spiritual experiences are not 
for ego trip but for preaching the gospel and 
demonstrating the Kingdom of God. Acts 8:26-40 
revealed how Philip went on Holy Ghost's wings to 
evangelize the Ethiopian eunuch who was miles away 
from where he [Philip] was ministering. However, 
obedience to God's voice will lead to such spiritual 

experiences to the glory of His name. There are 
testimonies of such experiences these days among the 
Christians that are sold out to the will of God. You also 
can experience the same thing for God is not a respecter 
of person. He loves us equally. The good news is that our 
worship of Jehovah God in spirit and truth enables us to 
have translational experience either into His Throne 
Room or transportation experience into a geographical 
location to deliver God's messages. Thanksgiving and 
exuberant praise will lead to worship of God that brings 
the Lord's glory and in the glory you experience the 
miraculous of various kinds. At such time, Ladder made 
of pure light comes down from Heaven where one can 
climb up to the presence of the Most High Psal.84: 1-5, 
Gen.28: 11-12. For instance, as we worship the Lord of 
Glory, the eyes of my wife and another sister were 
opened to see this ladder of light as we were climbing it 
into God's Presence.

Some time Angels of God come to carry you to heaven. 
Rev.17:1-3. 

Also chariot comes from heaven to take you just like the 
experience of Elijah. 2kings: 2:11.

At another time, as you are basking in the glory of God, 
Holy Spirit carries you to where He wants you to go. Acts 
8:39-40. In conclusion, the understanding of the 

Growing in the knowledge of GodGrowing in the knowledge of God 88 89



scripture will enable you to differentiate between the 
Holy Spirit and counterfeit spirit. No one encounters 
Christ and remains the same. His glory will humble you, 
keep you holy and increase your hunger for Him. Remain 
blessed as you are exercising your spiritual senses to 
grow in the LORD Jesus Christ. Make sure to have the 
witness of the Holy Spirit as I do that you have not 
received the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is 
from God, so that you will know the things freely given to 
us by God. You will please do well to meditate on I 
Corith. 2 : 12-15
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